The Penalty: A Journey of Redemption and
Resilience

Synopsis

In the heart of rural Malawi, 15-year-old Billy Banda is faced with an
impossible choice. His beloved older brother, Eric, has been accused of
murder and sentenced to death. Billy knows that Eric is innocent, but the
only way to save him is to travel to England, where he believes he can find
evidence of his brother's innocence.

With nothing but a soccer ball and a dream, Billy embarks on an
extraordinary journey. Along the way, he faces unimaginable challenges
and must make difficult sacrifices. But through it all, he never gives up hope
of finding the truth and saving his brother's life.
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The Penalty is a powerful and moving story that explores the complexities

Review

of redemption and resilience. Mal Peet's writing is both lyrical and gritty,
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capturing the beauty and harsh realities of Billy's journey.

Billy is a complex and sympathetic character. He is a talented soccer player
with dreams of a better life, but he is also haunted by the guilt of his past
mistakes. As he travels to England, he must confront his own demons and
find the strength to forgive himself.

The Penalty is also a story about the power of family and friendship. Billy's
bond with his brother is unbreakable, and he is willing to do anything to
save him. Along his journey, he meets a cast of unforgettable characters
who help him find the courage to face his fears.

Ultimately, The Penalty is a story about the human spirit's ability to
overcome adversity. It is a tale of hope, redemption, and the resilience of
the human heart.

Themes
= Redemption
= Resilience
= Sacrifice
= Family
= Friendship
= Coming-of-age

« Malawian culture

Awards



The Penalty has won numerous awards, including:

= The Carnegie Medal

=  The Guardian Children's Fiction Prize
= The Michael L. Printz Award

= The Boston Globe-Horn Book Award

The Penalty is a must-read for anyone who enjoys a powerful and inspiring
story. It is a tale that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Free Download your copy of The Penalty today and experience the
unforgettable journey of Billy Banda.
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