
Practical Guide On How To PCS To Yokosuka
Japan
Yokosuka, a vibrant city nestled in the heart of Japan's Kanagawa
Prefecture, welcomes numerous military families each year. Relocating to a
foreign country can be an exciting yet daunting experience, but with the
right preparation, you can ensure a smooth and successful PCS. Our
comprehensive guide provides invaluable insights, practical tips, and
essential information to help you navigate the complexities of moving to
Yokosuka, Japan.

Housing

Finding a suitable accommodation is crucial for a comfortable stay.
Yokosuka offers a range of housing options, including on-base housing, off-
base apartments, and houses.
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On-Base Housing: - Navy Lodge Yokosuka: Provides temporary lodging
for up to 30 days. - Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka (CFAY): Offers
various housing units, including townhouses and single-family homes. -
Commander, Naval Forces Japan (CNFJ): Provides housing for senior
officers and their families.

Off-Base Housing: - Apartments: Ranging from small studios to spacious
family-sized units, apartments are widely available in Yokosuka and the
surrounding areas. - Houses: Single-family homes offer more space and
privacy, but they tend to be more expensive than apartments.

Schools

For families with school-aged children, choosing the right educational
institution is of utmost importance. Yokosuka offers several excellent
options:

Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA): - Yokosuka
Elementary School: Serves students from kindergarten to grade 5. -
Yokosuka Middle School: Educates students from grades 6 to 8. - Nile C.
Kinnick High School: Provides a comprehensive curriculum for grades 9 to
12.

Local Japanese Schools: - Yokosuka City Board of Education: Oversees
public schools within Yokosuka City, offering a unique opportunity for
cultural immersion.

Transportation

Getting around Yokosuka is convenient and efficient. The city boasts a well-
developed public transportation system, including:



- Yokosuka Line: A train line connecting Yokosuka to Tokyo and other major
cities. - Keikyu Line: A private railway line offering express services to
Shinagawa in Tokyo. - Buses: An extensive bus network covers Yokosuka
and the surrounding areas.

Healthcare

Access to quality healthcare is essential for well-being. Yokosuka is home
to several medical facilities:

- U.S. Naval Hospital Yokosuka: Provides comprehensive medical services
to active-duty military members, their families, and eligible beneficiaries. -
Yokosuka City Hospital: A modern medical facility offering a wide range of
specialty services. - Private Clinics: Numerous private clinics offer
specialized care and alternative medicine options.

Culture and Lifestyle

Embrace the vibrant culture and rich history of Yokosuka. Immerse yourself
in local traditions, explore historical landmarks, and enjoy a variety of
entertainment options:

Cultural Attractions: - Yokosuka Mikasa Park: Home to the historic
battleship Mikasa, a symbol of Japan's naval heritage. - Uraga Historical
Park: Showcasing the site where Commodore Perry's "black ships" first
entered Japanese waters.

Entertainment: - Verny Park: A lively waterfront park offering scenic views,
shopping, and dining. - Dobuita Street: A vibrant entertainment district
featuring restaurants, bars, and karaoke venues. - Yokosuka Arts Theatre:
Hosting performances, concerts, and exhibitions.



Community and Support

Yokosuka is home to a welcoming community of military families and local
residents. Connect with others through:

- Fleet and Family Support Center (FFSC): Provides a range of support
services, including counseling, financial assistance, and relocation
guidance. - Spouse and Family Readiness Groups (SFRGs): Offer social
events, support groups, and networking opportunities. - Base Chapel:
Provides spiritual guidance, counseling, and community outreach
programs.

Essential Tips

- Learn Basic Japanese Phrases: Familiarize yourself with essential
Japanese phrases to enhance communication and cultural understanding. -
Obtain a Japanese Driver's License: If you plan to drive in Japan, obtain an
International Driver's License or convert your U.S. license. - Research
Neighborhoods: Explore different neighborhoods in Yokosuka to find the
one that best suits your family's needs. - Pack Accordingly: Consider the
Japanese climate and pack appropriate clothing and essential items. - Be
Open to New Experiences: Embrace the unique experiences and cultural
immersion that Yokosuka offers.

Relocating to Yokosuka, Japan can be an exciting and rewarding
experience. By following the insights and practical tips provided in this
comprehensive guide, you can ensure a smooth PCS, settle into your new
home seamlessly, and fully embrace the rich culture and vibrant lifestyle
that Yokosuka has to offer. Remember, preparation is key, so start planning
early and reach out for support when needed. Welcome to Yokosuka!
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