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Col. Thomas Knowlton was a distinguished officer in the Continental Army
during the American Revolutionary War. He was born in Ashford,
Connecticut, in 1740 and served in the French and Indian War before the
outbreak of the Revolution. Knowlton raised a regiment of volunteers from
Connecticut and served with distinction at the Battle of Bunker Hill. He was
later appointed to command the 1st Connecticut Light Horse, a cavalry unit
that became known for its daring raids and reconnaissance missions.
Knowlton was killed in action at the Battle of Harlem Heights in 1776.

This memoir, written by John Trumbull, provides a firsthand account of
Knowlton's life and military service. Trumbull was a close friend and fellow
officer of Knowlton's, and he was well-qualified to write this memoir. The
memoir is a valuable historical document that provides insights into the life
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and character of one of the most important military figures of the American
Revolution.

Early Life and Military Service

Thomas Knowlton was born in Ashford, Connecticut, on November 30,
1740. He was the son of John and Sarah Knowlton and was raised on the
family farm. Knowlton received a good education and was well-versed in
the classics. He also had a strong interest in military affairs and studied the
works of the great military leaders of history.

In 1755, Knowlton joined the Connecticut militia and served in the French
and Indian War. He saw action at the Battle of Lake George and the Battle
of Ticonderoga. Knowlton was a brave and capable soldier and quickly rose
through the ranks. By the end of the war, he had been promoted to the rank
of captain.

The American Revolution

When the American Revolution broke out in 1775, Knowlton was one of the
first to join the Continental Army. He raised a regiment of volunteers from
Connecticut and served with distinction at the Battle of Bunker Hill.
Knowlton's regiment was one of the few that held its ground against the
British regulars. Knowlton himself was wounded in the battle but refused to
leave the field until the British were driven back.

After the Battle of Bunker Hill, Knowlton was appointed to command the 1st
Connecticut Light Horse. This cavalry unit was known for its daring raids
and reconnaissance missions. Knowlton's Light Horse was instrumental in
gathering intelligence about the British army and in harassing the British
supply lines.



Knowlton's Light Horse also played a key role in the Battle of Harlem
Heights. On September 16, 1776, the British army landed on Manhattan
Island and began marching north towards Harlem. Knowlton's Light Horse
was sent out to harass the British advance. Knowlton and his men fought
bravely but were outnumbered and outgunned. Knowlton was killed in
action during the battle.

Legacy

Thomas Knowlton was a brave and capable soldier who made a significant
contribution to the American Revolution. He was a skilled tactician and a
gifted leader. Knowlton's Light Horse was one of the most effective cavalry
units in the Continental Army. Knowlton's death was a great loss to the
American cause.

Knowlton's memory is still honored today. There is a statue of Knowlton in
the town square in Ashford, Connecticut. The 1st Connecticut Light Horse
is still in existence today and is one of the oldest cavalry units in the United
States Army.

Memoir of Col. Thomas Knowlton of Ashford, Connecticut is a valuable
historical document that provides insights into the life and character of one
of the most important military figures of the American Revolution. Knowlton
was a brave and capable soldier who made a significant contribution to the
American cause. His memory is still honored today.
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