
Jess Willard: Heavyweight Champion of the
World, 1915-1919
A Legendary Boxing Career

Jess Willard, born October 29, 1881, was an American boxer who reigned
as the world heavyweight champion from 1915 to 1919. His astonishing
rise to the top and unforgettable fights solidified his place as one of the
most formidable pugilists of the early 20th century.

Early Life and Boxing Beginnings

Willard was born in St. Clere, Kansas, and grew up on a farm. Despite his
towering height of 6'6" and imposing physique, he initially pursued a career
in baseball. However, his true calling lay in the squared circle.

In 1909, Willard made his professional boxing debut in Salt Lake City.
Though he showed promise with his powerful punches and relentless
stamina, his early fights were often marred by a lack of technique.
Nevertheless, he persevered, honing his skills on the grueling road circuit.
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Fighting His Way to the Top

By 1913, Willard had established himself as a contender in the
heavyweight division. He defeated former champion Jack Johnson in a
non-title fight, setting the stage for a title challenge.

In April 1915, Willard stepped into the ring against the reigning champion,
Jack Dempsey, in what would become known as the "Fight of the Century."
Despite Dempsey's fearsome reputation, Willard stunned the boxing world
by knocking him out in the 27th round.

Reigning as Heavyweight Champion

Willard's victory over Dempsey made him the first American to hold the
heavyweight title since 1902. He defended his crown successfully against
contenders such as Frank Moran and Fred Fulton.

However, Willard's reign was destined to be short-lived. In 1919, he met a
young, up-and-coming fighter named Jack Dempsey in a rematch. This
time, the outcome was different. Dempsey knocked out Willard in the third
round, reclaiming the heavyweight championship.

Legacy and Impact

Despite his brief title reign, Jess Willard left an indelible mark on the history
of boxing. His stunning victory over Dempsey and his enduring legacy as
one of the tallest and heaviest heavyweight champions continue to
captivate boxing enthusiasts.
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Willard's impact extended beyond the ring. He was known for his integrity,
kindness, and generosity, mentoring young boxers and supporting various
charitable causes.

Book: Jess Willard Heavyweight Champion Of The World 1915 1919

Dive into the extraordinary life and boxing career of Jess Willard with this
captivating book. From his early struggles to his iconic victory over
Dempsey, this comprehensive biography provides an in-depth look into the
triumphs and challenges that shaped this legendary fighter.

Packed with stunning photographs, rare interviews, and expert analysis,
this book unveils the untold stories and enduring legacy of Jess Willard,
Heavyweight Champion of the World from 1915 to 1919.

Unique Features:

Vividly captures the boxing landscape of the early 20th century

Offers exclusive insights from boxing historians and former fighters

Includes detailed fight records, training regimens, and personal
anecdotes

Features a gallery of rare and unpublished photographs

Provides a comprehensive analysis of Willard's techniques and fighting
style

Intended Audience:

Boxing enthusiasts of all levels

Historians interested in the early 20th century



Sports fans seeking a captivating biography

Readers fascinated by the art and legacy of boxing

Call to Action:

Step into the ring with Jess Willard and witness the rise and fall of one of
boxing's most enigmatic champions. Free Download your copy of Jess
Willard Heavyweight Champion Of The World 1915 1919 today and
embark on an unforgettable journey through boxing history.
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How Product Managers Can Sell More of Their
Product
Product managers are responsible for the success of their products. They
need to make sure that their products are meeting the needs of
customers and that they are being...

Unveiling the Secrets to Food Truck Success:
Tips for Running and Managing Your Thriving
Enterprise
: Embarking on Your Culinary Adventure The allure of food trucks has
captivated entrepreneurs and foodies alike, offering boundless
opportunities for culinary...
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